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Speech and Expression at Georgetown University 

H™i mrslfy /t ma " y ?W' 6ut ce '"' B/ tb its bein 9 is discourse, discussion, debet* the untmmm&led 
EK^^ 8 " d mf0 T' t!on - ™ s dlscw ™ ls 0& ™ d °" community: we all speak anTwTall listen 
ZfctfX* ' 5 ° Pen ' ^ 8lS ° " idea " y " IS chamcteri ^ & G0 ^ mutTaf^efmTand 

(SBfiOsLaDd-Exp ression Policy, Preface) 

?n e n°In?n Wn | Jnlversi iy' s s P« ech and Expression Policy states that university communities by their nature must be able- to 
vlS inTh 1*2 V^T^ m ^^ m - 1 sl9 , n of a health * universl "y community is the existence a MetctSi " 
^S^nllZSS^^^^^ ThS UniVer3iVS Spee ° h 3nd eXPr6SSl0n P0 " Cy refleCtS ^ CatSolic and 

h^ha^t^n/ng^'ommiS^hl ffiSffi?*! lh W t0 fr f thoi | oht and SXpreSsiort - Fyrther > 9S a Cathode institution of 
Policy Overview 



http://exp]ore.^eoi'gctown.edu/documents/?DocumentID=12100 



M 000153 



2/13/2006 



Case 1:06-cv-01625-LFO Document 39-25 Filed 01/14/2008 Page3of4 

Georgetown University 

■ The Right to Freedom of Speech and Expression 

All members of the. Georgetown University community, which comprises students, faculty, and administrators, enjoy the right to 
freedom of speech and expression. This includes the right to express points of view on the widest range of public and private 
concerns and to engage In the robust expression of ideas. Under the speech policy, members of the academic community 
including student groups, may invite Individuals to campus or host events on campus, The University encourages a balanced 
the Office of Student Maid ° f °°^ ry points of vlew ' Student 9™** ma ^ submit Information on proposed events to 

Limitations 

The right of free speech and expression does not include unlawful activity, actions that endanger or imminently threaten 

2SS« 522m ' d 8fUP u ° r ° bStrU f ' the funCti0ns ° f the Univ W An event that poses a threat to public safety 
Promotes ha red is grossly obscene, or Is grossly offensive, as determined by the Office of Student Affairs would not be 
£ « k J* 1 ? n cam P us : s P eech or expression in protest or opposition may take place as long as the speaker's right 

Free Speech Zone 

ISin^hS™ ^* th9 ICC ( "? ed S u qua - eM) - 9 , ha " be avallabla ' wi thout prior arrangement, for individuals and groups during 
day ght hours for the purpose of exchanging ideas. Because of the proximity of this area to-classrooms, sound amplication in 
conjunction with any presentation in Red Square Is. prohibited, as is disruption ofclasses in any other way ' amp,mcatlon In 

Speakers 

In™ K S b ,?l $ « tf !f acaderilic community have invited speakers to campus whose beliefs or actions were viewed by 
£3&l % H u l T i,i - advlsed ' l °, r oontrary to the Ideals of the University and.the Church. Such speakers have Included 
members of the U.S. government, international political leaders, American public figures, scholars and intellectuals members 

^ffiS3 l ES^2S^ The u B nl r s S stands by the ^ sludents and KB SilS SS& « «m? u . 

within the limits o ts Speech and Expression Policy. However, the appearance of a controversial speaker on campus does not 

,"H 'r ply Umv T lty ! Pp ( r °r a ' or endorsem ^ of his or her views. The University, as an mSS^SSSSffSS^ 

•that the best response to potentially controversial speech or speakers is more speech, not censorship, communixy ' 

Policy Administration and Enforcement 

The Vice President of Student Affairs. has the responsibility for administering these guidelines, Only in extreme cases of 
viola .on of these guidslmes can the Vice President of Student Affairs prohibit speech and egression beta ™<£35 In 
administering these guidelines, the Vice President of Student Affairs is advised by a Committee on Speech ahc lExZssion 
SSffiSlSJS? W. r d ad ^ lnlstrators - Viola ^ns of the policy and/or uldeliZ by studehts wS be hand" ed hrough 
£S2S SS5SS? th ;° U ? lhe 0fficeof ' Student CondQct if ^ administrative action Is taken In cases 9 
m«? hTioHif h ° n ° f °21 S f,? e ?f h and ex P re ssion, an appeal as of right may be taken to a Hearing Board That action ■ 
may be modified or reversed by the Hearing Board for the same reasons as are allowed in the discipiinaiv system as well as 
on grounds that the administrator acted in an unreasonable and arbitrary manneror fS^^SSf^S!^^£^ 
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and expression, and thus unnecessarily restricted speech and expression on campus, 

Catholic Values that Support the University's Speech end Expression Policy' 

As a Catholic institution, Georgetown works to ensure that the teachingsof the Catholic Church are articulated in academic 
courses and programs, lectures:, residence life, religious services, retreats, and campus ministry efforts. Through dialogue and 
discussion on Catholic teachings' and issues, Georgetown increases the visibility of Catholic teaching and promotes 
understanding of Catholic teaching within the University community, The University's belief is that-through this process of 
dialogue, the teachings of the Catholic Church will flourish and the commitment of the University and Its members to these 
teachings will be strengthened. 
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